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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d) 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after a Final Office Action under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.1 13 or aNotice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1.311, but before payment of the 
Issue Fee. The Final Office Action or Notice of Allowance was mailed on March 16, 2006. 

Attached is a list of documents on form PTO-1449 along with any cited foreign patent 
documents and non-patent literature documents in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(2). Also 
enclosed is a translation or a concise explanation of each non-English language document. 

By identifying the listed documents, Applicant in no way makes any admission as to the 
prior art status of the listed documents, but is instead identifying the listed documents for the 
sake of full disclosure. 

In accordance with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d)(2), the following statement as 
specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) is made: 

No item of information contained in this statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge the person 
signing this document after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in this 
statement was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three (3) 
months prior to the filing of this statement. 
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The Commissioner is authorized to charge the fee specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p) in the 
amount of $180.00 to our Deposit Account No. 16-0605. The Commissioner is also authorized 
to charge any additional fee, or credit any refund, to our Deposit Account No. 16-0605. 



Customer No. 00826 
ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America Plaza 

101 South Tryon Street, Suite 4000 

Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 

Tel Charlotte Office (704) 444-1000 

Fax Charlotte Office (704) 444-1 1 1 1 

ELECTRONICALLY FILED USING THE EES- WEB ELECTRONIC FILING SYSTEM OF THE UNITED STATES PATENT & 
TRADEMARK OFFICE ON May 17, 2006. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Nicholas F. Gallo 
Registration No. 50,135 
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Application Number 
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Group Art Unit 
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Examiner Name 
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Applicant of Cited Document 
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